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The Mysteries of Section 106 
 
As a borough councillor, provision of local services for the community is high on my list. For example 
Since 2014 I have been involved in a project to examine ways to bring an off-road cycle route between 
Wye and Ashford (or at the very least, make the existing route safer). Of course, other than calling on 
the generosity of local land owners for support, the main issue is the funding. 
 
The same question arises for all the other vital infrastructure that is necessary for a thriving community 
hub like Wye. Places for children (and adults) to play, allotments, burial grounds, roads, healthcare etc 
etc. The list goes on. Many think that Council Tax covers all this. Indeed, to a degree, it plays a part in 
providing the day to day things such as refuse collection, Police and Fire Brigade but after covering “the 
running costs” there is little left to pay for new facilities or even to extend/improve the existing ones. 
 
Traditionally, we look to those providing new housing to pay money towards providing and maintaining 
the additional services made necessary by the increasing population. This is where S106 agreements 
enter the arena. 
 
What is a Section 106 Agreement? 
 
This is a legal agreement between the local authority and the housing developer. These agreements will 
typically address issues such as 
 
Affordable housing 
Highways 
Education 
Public open space 
Children’s Play 
 
There are certain basic legal tests for when a S106 agreement can be used. The things asked for within 
it must be:  
 
Necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms 
Directly Related to the development 
Fairly related in scale and kind 
 
How does this help Wye? 
 
Well, for the most part, especially when looking at the proposed redevelopment of the former Wye 
College campus, it doesn’t. The government spoilt the party by introducing policy to encourage the 
reuse of previously developed land (Brownfield). One of these, used by the owner of the WYE3 site to 
avoid the obligation of paying S106 contributions to the community is “Vacant Building Credits” The 
result of this is that there will be hardly any affordable housing or other things that I listed above.  
 
Obviously, the subject is far more complex than I have been able to explain here. Currently I am 
chairing a Scrutiny task group at the Borough Council, to examine the way ABC manages 106 
contributions and how we might improve this to benefit local people. I will let you know how we get on! 
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