
A WORD FROM YOUR BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 

 

Spring is the air 

 
Time and tide waits for no man, a famous quote from, I believe, Geoffrey Chaucer. Writer; poet; soldier 
and civil servant. He was so important that when captured in France during the hundred years war, the 
King himself contributed to the ransom. Well, I don’t know about time and tide, but the spring grass in 
the churchyard certainly was not holding back. The parish council mower is awaiting spare parts so I 
filled the breach using my own mower. I wont complain, the weather was lovely and our church equally 
so. Obtaining imported parts is becoming such a problem that the PC is considering buying a more 
manoeuvrable British built machine. 
 
Planning Committee 
 

Wye was back in the spotlight again last month with two big applications on parts of the old college 
campus. Although these were new applications in 2021, the plans were just a re-submission of the 
previous (refused) version. On the face of it this should have been a case of, developer 1, community 0. 
The applicant had appealed the previous refusal and although the inspector (for the secretary of state) 
dismissed the case, he basically said “its all OK apart from the Stodmarsh problem” (if you want to know 
what that means, email me!) Anyway, I went into the meeting, as usual, with an open mind but after 
listening to comments from the Parish Council and a member of the public I found myself in the position 
of requesting deferral.  
 
Here's what happened. The PC, at the last minute, discovered that the planning officer had assessed the 
application against the outdated version of the governments planning policy. The officer tried to brush 
this under the carpet but it was, really, quite significant. This latest policy puts more emphasis on 
design, insisting on things such as “tree lined streets” and aspiring towards building beautiful places. 
New policy also sees a shift towards aligning growth and infrastructure and mitigating climate change. 
 
Another convincing speaker questioned the use of “vacant building credits” – a dark art worthy of a 
scene in Harry Potter -  to negate the necessity of the developer integrating affordable housing into the 
scheme. As a side note, please complete your Housing needs survey and return it (even if you don’t 
have a housing need) 
 
The other 10 members of the committee agreed unanimously so officers will now go away and reassess 
the schemes. Hopefully we will see something a little more sustainable than more 5 bed houses with gas 
boilers and quadruple garages. I will keep a close eye on it and hope that common sense prevails. 
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