
A WORD FROM YOUR BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 

 

Walking the fine line 
 
One of the toughest things about being a local Politician - not something I would consider 
myself as, but nevertheless if the cap fits - is trying to find the sweet spot in a delicate 
situation. Recently, I found myself engaging with a more urban community, just beyond our 
Parish boundary. Some will know from my previous ramblings that we have an embargo on 
new residential development in most of the Borough due to an excess of phosphates and 
nitrates being deposited in the river Stour and polluting the Stodmarsh nature reserve. One of 
the ways to mitigate this is the construction of “engineered” wetlands. Essentially, these are a 
large-scale version of the reed beds used to clean up the water from septic tanks. One of 
these wetlands was proposed (and now approved) on our side of the river near to 
Conningbrook Lakes. This proposal potentially had more impact on residents in that area so I 
thought that it would be good to engage with them. I spoke to the Councillor for that ward 
(she happens to be my daughter!) and she vouched for me to be added to the local Facebook 
group. That is when it all went wrong! 
 
I try to engage with all sides in these things. Talk to residents; talk to the developer; talk to 
other consultees like KCC; talk to the planning officer. Often, I feel that we should just put 
them all in a big room and don’t let them out until a solution amenable to all has been found, 
but alas, talking to each other would be far too obvious. Anyway, a week or two after joining 
the (Facebook) group I received a message from the group “admin”. Apparently, some of the 
residents seemed to think I was a spy for the developer and should have my membership 
revoked! Some people just can’t be helped, it doesn’t stop me trying though. 
 
Wye Revives 
 
On 3rd September, the Parish Council is holding a drop-in on Churchfield Green. I will be 
there, together with other members of the PC. We will be answering your questions in 
relation to the PC’s mission to purchase the Methodist Church in Bridge Street and retain it in 
perpetuity for the benefit of the Community. Please come and offer your support.  
 
We will also be talking about the Highways Improvement Plan (HIP). Your comments from 
the last session have been considered by our consultant and subtle changes introduced. 
There are also some new ideas to look at. 
 
Network Rail are proposing to come along and talk to residents about proposals to upgrade 
the level crossing gates to automated barriers. This has been a much talked about subject, 
definitely Marmite – you either love the idea or hate it. Whatever your view, they would love 
to see you and hear your opinions. 
 
I look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Cllr Noel Ovenden, Leader Ashford Independents 
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