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An urgent message to all residents from  

David Reece, chairman, Wye Parish Council  

 

Dear Resident  

The next few days will mark a crucial turning point in the long history of Wye. 

At the end of my previous newsletter, I reported that there would be an on-line public 
inquiry in January on three planning applications on the former Wye College land, 
and that I would inform you on any further developments.  

If you want to refresh yourself on the details of the issues at stake, and a map of 
WYE3 please click on the following link to download the print version of my 
November newsletter 71. 

What is new?  The most important news is that we now have a draft programme for 

the inquiry, which anyone can attend virtually via a YouTube link. Please do so. 

The seven-day public inquiry will start on Thursday 28th January, and is scheduled 

to close Friday 5th February. Each day will be split into three sessions. 

The Planning Inspector will hear evidence and cross examination of expert 

witnesses in three sessions a day. The inquiry will be live streamed on YouTube for 

public viewing, and then available online as a recording (see the Q&A below).   

The case: To summarise, the inquiry consists of three appeals by the landowner, 

Telereal Trillium (TT, the Appellant) against Ashford Borough Council (ABC) on 

grounds of non-determination. TT claims that ABC failed to reach decisions on three 

major applications within the time set by Government. These sites are the Wye 

College listed buildings (40 dwellings), Occupation Road (40 houses), and at ADAS, 

Olantigh Road (20 houses, outside the village envelope). Squires (4 houses, also in 

Olantigh Road) is linked to this appeal. 

What has changed?  On two of the sites, it appears that ABC’s position remains 

that TT proposed too many houses for ADAS and Occupation Road, and their design 

and layout is poor quality, and this would harm the AONB.  However, on the former 

College site, TT and ABC have been negotiating in an attempt to produce an agreed 

solution to the Inspector.  

In a major change, ABC has chosen to ignore the decision of its own Planning 

Committee that the Latin School should remain in community use.  ABC fears that it 

would have to pay costs if the Inspector found plans for the Latin School in 

community use to be unworkable.   



Retaining Wye’s Heritage.  This dramatic change places in clear relief that, as of 

last week, two local bodies are the only ones fighting to preserve the heritage of this 

historic village. 

WyeCRAG seeks to preserve the historic parts of the College buildings for 

community use and is presenting its own case.  WyeCRAG’s proposed solution is 

entirely within the spirit of the Wye Development Plan.  The Parish Council is equally 

passionate about Wye’s heritage, but needs as well to present a wider case on 

behalf of the community (see below). 

Money for the community.  ABC and TT continue to negotiate financial 

contributions (Section 106 money) from TT’s development profits for a range of 

necessary community facilities.  The Parish Council has over many years asked to 

be a party in such negotiations, so that the outcome offers realistic and prioritised 

benefits for the community.  In fact, this has hardly ever happened, and much 

valuable Sect 106 money is in baulk or has gone elsewhere.  Despite urgent 

protests, once again the Council has been unable to propose realistic bids.  And 

now, in the last 72 hours TT has suddenly challenged ABC to say if there are costed 

projects to set against various categories.  This is clearly a tactic to wrong-foot the 

Parish Council: while there is indeed a list of possible projects, it changes with time, 

and costs for an individual project can only be drawn up with current values and in 

the knowledge of available funds. 

What does the Parish Council want?  The Parish Council is allowed to participate 

in the inquiry as a third party.  The Parish Council’s position remains that this inquiry 

is not just about three planning applications.  More fundamentally, Wye’s 

Neighbourhood Development Plan, which forms part of planning law within ABC’s 

Local Plan, calls for a Masterplan for the whole of the complex 44-acre WYE3 area, 

to provide a judicious mix of regular housing, affordable and local needs housing, 

space for local businesses, and community infrastructure. These three applications 

for only 40% of WYE3 were submitted without a Masterplan and relate only to 

housing.  If these applications, or modified versions thereof, go ahead, the fate of the 

remaining 60% is unknown, and the Wye Neighbourhood Plan is undermined.  

For fuller details, see my November 2020 newsletter. 

What can you do?  Not surprisingly, given the issues at stake, quite a number of 

Wye residents have registered to speak as individual witnesses, and will no doubt 

reinforce the strong arguments which will be made by our legal team.  Any further 

contributions at this stage might dilute the arguments, given the limited time 

available, rather than strengthen them.  However, I do urge you to tune in and 

participate.  The mere fact that many people are following the inquiry cannot fail to 

impress the inspector that these issues are felt deeply by many people, and that the 

outcome will shape Wye’s future for many years to come. 

Meanwhile, please observe the Coronavirus regulations and stay safe in these 

uncertain times. 

With best wishes for 2021, 

David Reece 

Chairman, Wye with Hinxhill Parish Council  


