
UPDATE ON THE HONEST MILLER 

 

25th November 2022      
 
Whilst there have been no updates from the Planning Inspectorate in respect of the 
Appeal, or from ABC relating to the most recent planning applications, Save the 
Honest Miller Group continues to work tirelessly behind the scenes. Although these 
planning applications have yet to be decided, the Group has been doing everything it 
can to ready itself for the next stage, whatever that may be and whenever that may 
come. The Group is therefore pleased to provide the following update:  

 As an essential requirement for funding in the future, STHMG is now 
formalised as THE HONEST MILLER COMMUNITY GROUP 
IMITED (HMCGL) with Companies House and has been registered with the 
FCA as a Community Benefit Society. 

 HMCGL joined the Plunkett Foundation and is in regular conversation about 
strategy and future PF funding options. 

 Back in July HMCGL applied for government funding through the Community 
Ownership Funding scheme. The Group is happy to confirm it has since 
passed the first round. If the application is ultimately successful, this scheme 
offers to match fund up to the amount of £250k. 

 After a rapid and very successful crowdfund back in May, a detailed survey 
and valuation was commissioned to ascertain the actual value of the property 
to assist with the funding application.  

 Members of the group have also been lobbying our local MP's and councillors 
to keep them aware of our plight. 

 The website has been registered and has just updated this to include the 
Group's vision statement. 

The owners have recently reduced the price of The Honest Miller. This is some way 
short of their initial expectations when they proudly announced to the Group there 
were a number of very interested parties for both lease and purchase. Clearly these 
initial leads have not quite come to fruition and the price reduction may suggest they 
are trying to encourage a buyer or perhaps this is just a reflection of the times. 
 
Meanwhile as winter approaches, the general state of repair of the old pub will 
continue to deteriorate and it can only be hoped that decisions relating to the 
planning Appeal and the applications will be made soon or that the owners decide to 
cut their losses.  
 
As always, the Group remains committed to keeping the pub as a loved ACV and 
believe there will be a very bright future for the Miller, the land and the community.  
 
Please visit the updated website www.thehonestmiller.co.uk which now includes 
some visuals prepared by Brook resident Mark Hanton. Please keep in mind, this is 
an impression and not a final layout but it's fantastically inspiring to see how the 
space could look. It also illustrates brilliantly, just how vital the land is to the business 
plan, especially the social enterprise/community aspect which is very important. 
 

http://www.thehonestmiller.co.uk/

