
Why measure air quality? 
 

Air pollution in cities like Canterbury 
and large towns attracts headlines, but 
we all know that the traffic in parts of 
Wye is a problem too, especially at 
certain times of the day.  
 
We also know that long queues build 
up on either side of the level crossing 
throughout the day, and that idling 
engines emit harmful particles.  
 

Children are likely to be more exposed 
to air pollution during their daily walks 
to and from school. Their size and 
growing bodies increase their vulnera-
bility to harm from air pollution.  

Overall, air pollution levels in Wye are 
likely to be within national standards.  
 

If so, Wye will remain a low priority for 
action against air pollution.. But there 
is growing scientific evidence that 
even short exposure to peak levels of 
air pollution is harmful to health, even 
when average levels are as low as we 
expect them to be in Wye. 
 

How and where is Wye 

Breathes measuring the air 

quality in Wye? 
 

We are taking measurements with 
three types of specialist equipment: 
provided and calibrated by air quality 
specialists at the University of Kent.’s 
Centre for Health Services Studies.   
 

1. Roadside monitoring of airborne 
particles by volunteers outside Lady 
Joanna Thornhill School and Wye 
School. This equipment records both 
high traffic times (at school drop off 
and pick up), and at low traffic times 
(weekends) for comparison. 
 

2. Continuous automatic minute-by-
minute monitoring of nitrogen dioxide, 
ozone and airborne particles at street 
level in Bridge Street.   
 

3. Static tubes measuring the average 
background levels of nitrogen dioxide 
at five locations around Wye.   
 

While the machines take samples of 
air outside the school gates, volunteers 
will be counting all vehicles that pass 
by. This will compare the number of 
vehicle movements on school days 
against the same times on Sundays.  

When will the results be 

available? 
 

The University of Kent will analyse the 
air quality data and release a report 
early in 2020. 
 

Who designed the project? 
 

Wye Active has teamed up with Wye 
with Hinxhill Parish Council and scien-
tists at the University of Kent to devel-
op the Wye Breathes project. 
 

Who funded the project? 
   

Wye with Hinxhill Parish Council. The 
report will also provide evidence for 
the Wye Neighbourhood Plan review, 
and add value to data collected by 
automatic traffic counter machines.  

Wye Breathes has no connection to  
Speedwatch or other road safety initia-
tives. Volunteers will not be recording any 
car number plates, nor passing on any 
information, for example about individual 
vehicles speeding to anyone else, such as 
Kent Police or Kent County Council.  
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Can you help?  

Wye Active is a voluntary 
group of local people who 
want to make active travel 
choices, such as cycling and 
walking around Wye, easier, 
and safer for all.   
 
We also want Wye to be a 
healthy and vibrant place in 
which to live, work and 
study. We’d love more people 
to be involved  - do help us!  
 
Please e-mail us if you want 
to help Wye Active, or if you 
want to join our mailing list. 
and be kept informed about 
the Wye Breathes project. 
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